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The Volstorff Ballroom was 
home to nearly 400 danc-
ers throughout Saturday. As 
the dance marathon neared 
it’s end, dancers waited anx-
iously for the total amount 
of State A Thon donations 
to finally be revealed. 
The 12 hour dance mar-
athon shattered its goal of 
$120,000, raising more 
than $150,000 for the San-
ford Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospital in Sioux Falls.
State A Thon coordi-
nator Hannah Klinkham-
mer said some members of 
the executive board thought 
the number was nearly un-
achievable.
“When you’re setting 
goals, if it doesn’t scare 
you a little bit, why did 
you make that your goal?” 
Klinkhammer said.
Klinkhammer made the 
executive decision to set 
their target at $120,000, 
competing with the Uni-
versity of South Dakota’s 
dance marathon, Dakota-
thon, which was held on the 
same day.
Members of the execu-
tive board said the friendly 
competition between the ri-
val schools was a good moti-
vator to raise more money.
“It’s in good fun because 
we all know that no matter 
what we raise, it has a huge 
impact,” Klinkhammer said.
Dakotathon raised about 
$145,000 this year. Inter-
nal vice president of State 
A Thon Emma McInerney 
said, even though there is 
a rivalry, SDSU and USD 
were able to come together 
and give almost $300,000 
to the Children’s Miracle 
Network in just one week-
end.
Last year, State A Thon 
raised more than $103,000. 
Dance marathon relations 
chair Laura Alexander said 
the individual students’ 
fundraising had a huge im-




tions major, participated in 
State A Thon for the first 
time this year. For her the 
most memorable parts of 
the 12-hour dance marathon 
included the grand reveal 





The South Dakota State Human 
Powered Vehicle Challenge Team 
has established itself among oth-
er teams at prominent engineering 
schools.
After just three years as an or-
ganization, the team placed third 
for overall best vehicle at their 
most recent competition against 
schools such as California Univer-
sity Northridge, University of Cal-
ifornia – Berkeley and South Da-
kota School of Mines and Technol-
ogy. They also earned first in the 
men’s speed race and third for in-
novation.
This recognition helps “put 
SDSU on the map” for its quali-
ty engineering program, said Jake 
Ostby, senior mechanical engineer-
ing major and team captain.
“We became a team that people 
are now looking to see what we’re 
doing, checking to see what we’re 
up to,” Ostby said.
The team competed at the 
American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers Engineering Festivals 
(ASME E-Fests) West, an inten-
sive three-day competition in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, March 17 through 
March 19. They showed off their 
craft and innovation behind the 
design of their bike, participat-
ed in sprint races split between 
men’s and women’s competitions, 
and competed in a two-and-a-half-
hour endurance race.
The purpose of both the com-
petition and the team is to allow 
engineers to put their skills to the 
test, said Brennen Walley, treasur-
er and senior mechanical engineer-
ing major.
“For us, the main reason it was 
started at SDSU was to help put 
students’ engineer skills to use and 
get them that real-life experience,” 
Walley said. Walley no longer rides, 
but still attended the competition 
for team support.
The members take great pride 
in not only their awards, but their 
product as well. The bike they cre-
ated, The Black Jack, helped them 
earn the craftsmanship award in 
Las Vegas.
Team members regularly vis-
it their shop in the Architecture, 
Mathematics and Engineering 
building to work on The Black 
Jack, improving simple things to 
make it look better or ride smooth-
er.
“When we got back from Ve-
gas we made a list of things that 
needed to be done to the bike, just 
things like fine tuning, making it 
better here and there, cutting some 
weight in some areas,” Walley said. 
“Now it’s just to the bottom of that 
list and the last few things to work 
on.”
Darrin Zomer, team secera-
tary and a senior mechanical engi-
neering major, estimates he’s work-
ing on the bike between 20 to 30 
hours a week.
“Too much,” Zomer said about 
the amount of time he dedicated to 
the project.
Right now the team is us-
ing the last week until their next 
competition to make their team a 
stronger contender.
The next competition is at the 
ASME E-Fests East, where they’ll 
compete April 21 through April 
23 at Tennessee Tech University in 
Cookeville, Tennessee.
All three team members expect 
harder competition with the more 
experienced teams in Tennessee. 
But they “always like a good com-
petition,” Zomer said.
Human powered vehicle team gains momentum
State A Thon surpasses goal for Children’s Miracle Network
$151,456.07
MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian 
Taylor Anderson hugs other State A Thon executive board members after the final fundraising amount for State A Thon was revealed April 8, 2017 in the Volstorff Ballroom. The organization raised a new fundraising record, 
breaking their $120,000 goal. 
IAN LACK • The Collegian 
Cole Sullivan (left) and Eric Looyengen (right) assemble their human powered vehicle in 
Crothers Engineering hall April 12. The team competes in Tennessee April 21. 
MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
The cost for students to attend 
South Dakota State University 
will likely increase each year 
for the next five years.
This is the first time in two 
years that SDSU tuition and 
General Activity Fee (GAF) 
will increase for next academ-
ic year.
Together, this means stu-
dents will pay an extra $320 
next semester to attend SDSU, 
based on a 15-credit hour 
load, as approved by the South 
Dakota Board of Regents.
Former Students’ Associa-
tion President, now Vice Pres-
ident Ally Helms sees this in-
crease as a hindrance for stu-
dents who already struggle 
paying for college.
“If you can make it 
through and you can afford it 
for the four years, you’ll end 
up great on the other side. But 
it’s making sure our students 
can afford this,” Helms said. 
“I’m hoping that there will be 
a push for more scholarships 
and investments.”
On the bright side, SDSU 
students don’t have to pay as 
big of an increase as students 
at the University of South Da-
kota, Helms said. USD may 
pay an increase of $590.
The majority of SDSU’s 
GAF increase for the next ac-
ademic year, $5.57 per cred-
it hour or about $80 for a 
15-credit hour load, will fund 
the maintenance and repair 
fund for The Union and Well-
ness Center. This in turn will 
help fund a space study con-
ducted for The Union.
The rest of the GAF in-
crease awarded to SDSU helps 
address funding for the Tier 2 
budget, which funds student 
organizations and programs. 
That increase was planned 
to result in $100,000 to use 
for SA’s Fiscal Year 2018 gen-
eral budget, but fell short by 
around $50,000. Major rea-
sons for this loss include:
·  Prediction of fewer cred-
it hours taken by students
·  A $17,000 increase for 
The Union to fund staff sala-
ries and building maintenance
SA prepared for a $37,500 
loss in funds to allocate from 
the initial $100,000.
About $20,000 of the re-
maining funds will go to-
ward funds such as the speak-
er fund and special allocation 
fund, where students from 
any organization can apply for 
extra money from SA for cer-
tain events.
The rest doubles the Of-
fice of Multicultural Affairs’ 
funding to support extra pro-
gramming through the orga-
nization and slightly increases 
funding for the SafeRide pro-
gram.
Semehar Ghebrekidan, a 
Graduate School senator, has 
advocated for the office’s in-
crease in funding for years.
Continued to A2
SDSU tuition, GAF increase 
for the first time in two years
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IAN LACK
Reporter
The average South Dakota State 
graduate’s student loan debt to 
the federal government has been 
on the rise in recent years.
From the 2011-12 academ-
ic year to the last academic year, 
average student debt at South 
Dakota State University has ris-
en from $21,812 to $26,073, ac-
cording to a report from the Fi-
nancial Aid office. However, 
this is about $4,500 lower than 
the national average, according 
to the Consumer Federation of 
America (CFA).
“It’s things like tuition fees 
and room and board costs that 
are gradually going up,” said Ju-
lie Hamer, assistant director of 
financial aid. “Unfortunately, I 
think there will always be those 
increases in costs year after year. 
I wish there wasn’t, but that’s 
something that’s determined by 
the Board of Regents.”
U.S. student loans now to-
tal more than $1.31 trillion, and 
there are now more than 44.2 
million student borrowers with 
loan debt, an increase from pre-
vious years, according to the 
New York Federal Reserve.
This increase in student loan 
prices is impacting students’ 
ability to pay for loans.
Of the Federal Reserve’s es-
timated 44.2 million students 
with loan debt, the CFA said 
about 1.1 million of them de-
faulted last year, a 14 percent in-
crease from 2015.
Semehar Ghebrekidan, a so-
ciology graduate student, rep-
resented graduate students as a 
senator for Students’ Association 
for several years. She said she 
is disappointed with the way in 
which students are perceived for 
obtaining student loans.
“I’m irritated because I think 
there’s a negative stigma around 
student loans, like we’re looked 
at like we didn’t plan ahead,” 
said Ghebrekidan. “A lot of us 
are going through this just be-
cause tuition is as expensive as it 
is right now.”
Though a majority of stu-
dents submit a FAFSA and ob-
tain federal loans, some students 
also seek private or alternative 
student loans.
These loans are typically ob-
tained when students contact a 
banker at the bank they already 
utilize for personal finance. 
These banks set interest rates 
based on market-based factors 
and their own interest rate pol-
icies while interest on federal 
student loans are determined by 
Congress.
To be able to make student 
loan payments, Carolyn Halger-
son, director of Financial Aid, 
advised keeping living costs 
down, getting a roommate after 
college, consolidating loans and 
seeking a job or a paid intern-
ship after graduating. She also 
said that it is important to pri-
oritize student loan payments 
above other daily spending.
“It’s really about the little 
things when it comes to pay-
ing off student loans,” Halger-
son said. “You have to try to cut 
back on daily expenses, try cook-
ing at home, things like that. It’s 
also really important to make 
payments on time and to try to 
make more than that minimum 
payment per month. That can 
really affect your credit score.”
Monthly student loan pay-
ments typically do not begin 
until about six months after 
graduation.  A default on stu-
dent loans typically begins nine 
months after a failure to make a 
payment.
For graduates who default on 
student loans, lenders are able to 
take them to court and add col-
lection fees to the loans. The de-
fault on student loans also neg-
atively impacts the graduate’s 
credit score, hurting future op-
portunities to make purchases 
and obtain other loans.
Nathaniel Condelli, a senior 
sport, recreation and park man-
agement major, is planning to 
graduate this May. He has ob-
tained federal and private stu-
dent loans and has concerns 
about paying them off.
“I think that the main point 
of anxiety is, for me, not really 
having a clue of what I’m doing 
after I graduate,” Condelli said. 
“If I go to grad school, I think I 
would be able to pay them (stu-
dent loans) off sooner with a 
graduate assistantship. But what 
makes me nervous is just getting 
that first job to pay them back.”
Halgerson said anyone with 
questions or concerns about stu-
dent loans can contact the Of-
fice of Financial Aid in the En-
rollment Services Center for an 
appointment with a financial aid 
counselor. There are also online 
resources like fafsa.ed.gov and 
nslds.ed.gov that students can 
use for information regarding fi-
nancial student aid.
Student loan debt rising among SDSU graduates
4.8.17
• 12:39 a.m. @ Hyde Hall. 
Underage Consumption.
• 1:58 a.m. @ Spencer 
Hall. Underage 
Consumption.





HELP WANTED / SERVICES 
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning. 
Hours from approx. 5 to 9 
p.m., 1 to 5 days per week 
available. For more informa-
tion call (605) 690-1554.
Help Wanted: Water Damage 
/ Carpet Cleaning Technician. 
Temporary position for sum-
mer – May to August. Will 
train the right person. Effec-
tive verbal communication and 
customer service required. 
$14/hour. Call (605) 690-3478.
Now hiring: cleaning workers 
from May 8 - June 9.  Can be 
flexible with day and eve-
ning shifts and total hours 
per week.  Some weekend 
hours may be available if de-
sired.  $15/hour.  Call Amanda 
at 695-5261 or email aman-
da@brookingspm.com.  EOE.
Newspaper delivery person 
wanted to help deliver The 
Collegian on Wednesday 
afternoons for approximately 4 
hours each week. Pay is $10/
hour. If interested, please call 
(605) 688-6164.
Carpenters/Laborers needed 
at Dakota Land Design. Com-
petitive wages & fun environ-
ment! In Brookings. Call (605) 
222-1234.
HOUSING FOR RENT / 
SALE:
Duplex for rent:  Both units 
are 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 
washer; dryer in units.  Call or 
text (605)690-1257 for show-
ing.
2 and 3 bedroom townhomes 
with 2 baths for rent on the 
edge of SDSU campus. Many 
amenities including off-street 
parking, on-site laundry, 
dishwasher, skylight, newer 
carpet. www.skylightrentals.
net (605) 691-7612.
1 bedroom apartment for rent. 
Close to campus. Available 




The GAF allocation to the 
office has been a promise made 
by past student senates but 
wasn’t implemented until this 
year. The added funding will 
provide better programming 
and visibility for programs.
“Once we can get better 
speakers, performers I think 
that helps visibility on top of 
that. I know there’s more plans 
for outreach and plans like 
that … so people know what 
the multicultural center is and 
what’s available there,” Ghebre-
kidan said.
The remainder of the GAF 
increase is due to a shift in the 
Bond and Utility Fee, which will 
result in the consistent GAF in-
crease over the next few years. 
Students will pay $1.95 per 
credit hour or $30 a semester to 
pay for the Bond and Utility Fee 
next academic year. The fund 
was originally supplied by stu-
dents paying for meal plans.
University officials and the 
SDBOR partially switched the 
plan so that all students will pay 
a portion of this cost through 
their GAF. Students who pur-
chase meal plans will still pay 
a portion of the cost through 
those purchases next year.
This will gradually shift 
from the original meal plan 
coverage of the Bond and Util-
ity Fee to becoming complete-
ly covered by the GAF. This 
means all students, whether 
they eat on campus or not, will 
pay for the Bond and Utility Fee 
to keep up dining service main-
tenance across campus.
According to Helms, this 
plan is “staunchly opposed” by 
SA.
The GAF is planned to grad-
ually increase until it reach-
es $6.55 per credit hour, to cov-
er the entirety of the Bond and 
Utility Fee. That’s about $100 
coming out of a student’s pock-
et each year to cover dining ser-
vices at SDSU, whether they use 
the facilities or not. 
EMILY De WAARD
News Editor
The Student Union will be 
undergoing a space study to 
be complete in a few months 
to determine the functional-
ity of space in The Union and 
how it could change.
In fall 2016, Students’ As-
sociation approved using 
General Activity Fee (GAF) 
dollars to fund the study after 
their plan for a Union expan-
sion was denied by the South 
Dakota Board of Regents.
“Although we had received 
good feedback on the plan 
and felt the session with SD-
BOR was very positive back 
in October when we present-
ed it, we were told a Union 
expansion was not plausible,” 
former SA president, now 
Vice President Ally Helms 
said.
Helms said SDBOR cited 
“stagnant enrollment” num-
bers at South Dakota State 
for rejecting the plan. Flat 
enrollment has resulted in 
negative debt ratios, meaning 
there would not be enough 
students attending SDSU to 
justify the cost of expanding 
The Union.
The study is being con-
ducted by Cannon Moss 
Brygger (CMB) Architects 
from Des Moines, Iowa. Prin-
cipal architect Rob Smith 
and Matthew Erion, associ-
ate principal from CMBA, 
spent two days on campus in 
sessions with students, facul-
ty, staff and student organi-
zations.
Smith said the num-
ber one concern he heard 
throughout these sessions is 
“optimizing The Union for 
student interaction.”
The biggest challenge, 
Smith said, is “so many orga-
nizations want to engage with 
students on the main level.”
Helms said a main 
focus for SA in this 
process is the Multi-
cultural Center. The 
reason for either an 
expansion or renova-
tion is “to give them 
the space they need to 
function, let them be 
a visible part of this 
university and show 
how critical they are,” 
Helms said.
The Multicultural 
Center is currently lo-
cated in the lower lev-
el of The Union. For 
several years, students 
have regularly voiced 
concern with the lack 
of space and visibil-
ity the area provides 
for the function and 
services of the center, 
Helms said.
Recent SDSU 
graduate and intern 




al Center has several 
functions that are dif-
ficult to facilitate in 
the space given. 
The center serves 
as a communal space 
for all students and 
houses disability services, 
National Student Exchange, 
Black Student Alliance and 
Latin American Student As-
sociation.
Because the space serves 
so many students and groups, 
Helms said it has been a de-
sire for years to move it to the 
main level of The Union for 
greater visibility and accessi-
bility.
Vincent said visibility is a 
major concern with the cen-
ter right now.
“Admissions brings people 
on tours all the time but they 
never bring them down here,” 
Vincent said. “So many stu-
dents don’t know where the 
center is, or that there even 
is one. Minority or interna-
tional students can feel out of 
place and need a community 
of students who feel like you, 
but the school doesn’t show 
that those organizations are 
here.”
In addition to the multi-
cultural center, Helms said 
providing efficient space for 
student organizations in The 
Union, as well as the Volstorff 
Ballroom, are also priorities. 
Helms said the space 
study is student-funded by 
the GAF, which allows stu-
dents to “retain autonomy” 
over The Union.
“This is our building. This 
entire building is funded 
solely through GAF. We want 
to make sure we can do what 
we want — not just Students’ 
Association, but all students 
— for this building.”
According to Helms, stu-
dent opinion was import-
ant in preparing for the space 
study and Smith said he left 
the sessions with a positive 
outlook.
“We were blessed with 
all the students who shared 
their passion for making The 
Union the best it can be,” 
Smith said. 
Student Union under a microscope
Main Street
Collegian graphic by MAKENZIE HUBER
Students’ Association funding a space study of The Union
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South Dakota Agricultural Heritage museum
w w w . a g m u s e u m s t o r e . c o m
South Dakota 
Agricultural Heritage Museum
977 11th Street, Brookings, SD
605-688-6226 or 1-877-227-0015  
www.agmuseum.com
Museum Hours: 






April 23  |  2–3:00 PM
Free and open to the public.
Dr. Steve Burroughs, visiting scholar 
from University of Canberra, Australia, 
will discuss the history and methods of 
rammed earth construction.
May 11  |  6–8:00 PM
$20 @ the Art Museum
Learn how to make a bag by interlocking 
fibers into a colorful work of wearable art!












[during regular store hours]
Members receive additional 
10% off
*Does not include Meat 
Lab products or SDSU 
Signature Wool items.
MUSEUM STORE




Editor’s note: The “Five minutes 
with” series focuses on a dif-
ferent person each time. The in-
terviewer spends five minutes 
speaking with a person each 
week to learn about them, their 
specialty or something they are 
passionate about.
Michal Wojtaszek is a sec-
ond-year Ph.D. student of Eco-
nomic Sciences from the War-
saw University of Life Scienc-
es-SGGW. Wojtaszek is a visit-
ing scholar at SDSU preparing 
his dissertation about American 
investments in Poland. 
Ph.D. student, Warsaw 
University of Life 
Sciences - SGGW
Q:  What is your research about?
A: At my university, I received 
a WULS-SGGW’s Own 
Scholarship Fund, so my 
university gives an opportunity 
when you are a scientist, to 
choose a university to do 
research. I prepared a plan 
of what I would like to do 
at SDSU. My dissertation 
is connected to American 
investments in connection to 
the rest of the world.  I use the 
library and so many interesting 
sources. I heard some rankings 
about Brookings, that it is a very 
nice place, and my first step 
was to find it on the map and 
I imagined that I would come 
here.
Q:  What do you do at SDSU?
A: My first impression was 
that I would come here to 
prepare my dissertation and 
spend time in the library. Now, 
I spend time at conferences 
and presentations and the 
meetings of our department. 
When I’m active here, people 
just engage me in so many 
different projects. It’s been a 
unique opportunity to gain 
experience in international 
relations and build 
relationships between our 
countries. 
RENAE VINZANT • The Collegian 
5 minutes
Q: What’s different between SDSU and Poland?
A: SDSU campus is like mine 
in Warsaw. It has given me an 
opportunity to increase my 
academic knowledge and my 
knowledge of American society 
and culture. My plan is to 
consult with some professors 
at the university as my next 
step in my dissertation. 
Collecting knowledge from 
your professors and mine will 
complete my dissertation. 
There is difference in 
experience in professors from 
here and Poland, but it’s good 
new knowledge for me.
Q: What is it like to do research in South Dakota?
A: The main advantage 
about South Dakota is the 
inhabitants. This is my first 
step in the USA and I didn’t 
think it would be so nice. It’s 
important what kind of people 
you will meet and my first 
impression with Americans 
is a good impression. It gives 
me an idea to work more 
and continue our scientific 
cooperation. I think that, 
also, it is good that SDSU 
and WULS-SGGW can 
reinforce the scientific bridge 
between two continents. 
For me coming to the USA, 
I recommend every SDSU 
student visit other countries. 
Don’t stay so long in a comfort 
zone, but make the first step. I 
made the first step to come to 
SDSU and now I have plans 
to visit even more countries.
EMILY De WAARD
News Editor
The 2016-17 Students’ Association 
Senate body concluded their term at 
Monday night’s meeting after unani-
mously approving Tier 2 budgets and 
discussing The Union space study.
The Tier 2 budgets are covered in 
“SDSU tuition, GAF increase for the 
first time in two years,” and the Union 
space study is covered in “Student 
Union under microscope.”
Before swearing in the new Senate 
body, SA unanimously approved Or-
dinance 16-07-O and Resolution 16-
20-R. 
Ordinance 16-07-O showed SA’s 
approval of a $30,000 increase in 
funding to the Office of Multicultur-
al Affairs. Resolution 16-20-R shows 
SA’s support of establishing a public 
transportation system on campus.
Resolution 16-18-R asks the uni-
versity to consider a new scholarship 
fund for the royalties earned off text-
books written by faculty that students 
are required to buy. SA voted to refer 
16-18-R to the Academic Affairs com-
mittee to work on it further.
SA also amended their agenda 
during the meeting to vote on whether 
or not to remain in the Student Fed-
eration. This matter was pushed from 
the fall semester to the final meet-
ing of the body’s term after SDSU’s SA 
briefly left the Student Federation.
After business was taken care of, 
former Sen. Robert McLean was hon-
ored as Senator of the Year before 
concluding his term. The new Senate 
body and executive team were sworn 
in to wrap up the night.
The next SA meeting will be at 7 
p.m. April 17 in the Lewis and Clark 
room of The Union.
Next Senate 
body sworn in
EMILY De WAARD • The Collegian 
Former Students’ Association President Ally Helms is sworn into her role as vice president by former Vice 
President Lane Speirs. Helms swore in her successor, Taylin Albrecht, as the 2017-2018 SA President.
EMILY De WAARD • The Collegian 
The 2017-2018 Senate body is sworn in by President Taylin Albrecht. There are 10 At-Large senators and 13 
senators representing the various colleges at SDSU.
GARRETT AMMESMAKI
News Editor
The 29th annual Staters for State volley-
ball fundraiser is at 10:30 a.m. April 22, 
behind the Meadows apartments.
Registration for the game cost $20, 
which got students a T-shirt, lunch and 
two guaranteed games in the tournament.
It is the group’s only fundraising event 
during the school year, and though the 
Wellness Center does intramural volley-
ball as well, Staters for State adviser Kay-
la Bessler thinks their spin on the clas-
sic summertime game will be enough to 
bring students out of their dorms and 
onto the field.
“We’re the only ones on campus that 
do mud volleyball,” Bessler said. “So, it’s 
kind of a different experience and you get 
to know students and network. It’s a fun 
day.” 
So far 14 teams, each with between six 
and eight people, have signed up for the 
year’s tournament.
“It looks like a fairly promising turn-
out this year, so we’re really excited,” said 
Sarah Lehmann, Staters for State mem-
ber and junior biology pre-medicine ma-
jor. 
After picking out all the rocks from 
the muddy fields behind the Meadows 
apartments, the area is hosed down with 
water.
“It’s really fun,” junior advertising ma-
jor Molly Gray said. “We get a lot of teams 
that come out and you play volleyball in a 
big mud pit.”
Staters for State started mud volley-
ball in 1988, after getting the idea from 
another school at a conference they at-
tended. 
Most of the cost for signing up goes 
toward putting on the event.




Typically the hub for sports like 
wrestling and basketball, students 
and community members filled 
Frost Arena Friday for a night of 
stand-up comedy with B.J. Novak.
Novak, widely known for his 
role on the television show “The 
Office,” was brought to campus 
by University Program Council 
(UPC). Not only was Novak a star 
on the show, he is also an author, 
producer and has had roles in “The 
Newsroom,” “The Smurfs” and, 
most recently, “The Founder.”  
The first big laugh of the eve-
ning came from a “Titanic” and 
“The Lion King” reference per-
formed by South Dakota State’s 
improv group, Jumpin’ Jacks. 
Members opened the night with a 
performance of various skits that 
included severe hip-swaying and 
thigh-slapping, as well as a refer-
ence to beer-filled backpacks.
Caleb Woodring, senior theatre 
major and a performer in Jump-
in’ Jacks, said it was his first experi-
ence as part of an opening act. 
“UPC was super great to work 
with and everyone in Jumpin’ 
Jacks was extremely excited to par-
ticipate in this event,” Woodring 
said. 
Novak entered the stage with a 
joke about how horrible Delta Air-
lines is.
He started off the show with 
one-liners about the “whole-
some Midwest,” which included 
Kum & Go, the Seed House and 
Mom’s Weekend. Laughter rippled 
through the crowd as the audience 
caught his subtle references.  
The next big laugh of the night 
was a story about the vehicle nav-
igator, OnStar. Novak relayed his 
experience of forgetting that On-
Star has real people on the other 
end of the line, once the button is 
pushed in a car, and detailed a pre-
vious outburst with his OnStar as-
sistant.
Senior advertising major 
and vice president of UPC Helen 
Conzemius thought Novak was hi-
larious.
Following the stand-up portion 
of the evening, UPC coordinators 
read questions for Novak submit-
ted by the audience.
Novak was asked about his fu-
ture plans, his hair and his time on 
“The Office.” One student asked 
which episode of “The Office” is his 
favorite. 
“‘The Injury’ — the one where 
Michael Scott grilled his foot. 
That’s when I knew this show is 
bonkers,” Novak said. 
Another student asked which 
episode was his favorite to write. 
“‘The Fire’—  Fire Guy is yelled 
at me every day,” Novak said. 
Finally, a question was asked 
about the final episode with Mi-
chael Scott. According to Novak, 
the reactions were all real.
“The line between fiction and 
reality is blurred,” Novak said, and 
that it was something that hap-
pened often on the show. 
After hugging each of the UPC 
members, who announced ques-
tions for Novak, he exited the stage 
to applause echoing through the 
arena. 
Some students had the op-
portunity to meet Novak after the 
show and shared positive respons-
es to the meeting.
“He’s just a really nice guy. You 
kind of forget he’s famous, because 
it feels like you’ve been friends for-
ever,” Woodring said.
Submitted • The Collegian 
B.J. Novak spoke to students and community members Friday for his stand-up comedy show. 
Subjects ranged from Delta Airlines customer service to his time on the show “The Office.”
“The Office” star B.J. Novak attracts students for comedy show
LIBBEY MILES
Lifestyles Reporter
Downtown Brookings has a lot to offer students and community members of 
all ages, not just those over 21. 
Shopping local can benefit both 
business owners and shoppers by 
supporting local entrepreneurs 
and artists, as well as giving tax 
dollars back to the city. 
Janice Fergen, owner of Son-
nies for 32 years, said there is 
nothing like the environment of 
downtown. When small busi-
nesses disappear, the downtown 
disappears. She said small busi-
nesses are what keep a down-
town district alive.  
 Fergen fears online shop-
ping could run downtowns out of 
business everywhere.  
“I fear that my grandkids 
won’t know what a main street 
is like if the internet is running 
us out of business like the news  
squawks about,” Fergen said.  
 Kirsten Gjesdal, owner of 
The Carrot Seed Kitchen Co., also 
recognizes the importance of lo-
cal, downtown shops rather than 
online shopping.  
 “Our business is special be-
cause of the people, both our 
customers and our employees. 
We love to form connections 
with others, which you can’t get 
out of an online-only or big box 
business,” Gjesdal said. “People 
should shop at The Carrot Seed 
because we are a great local re-
source for kitchenware items and 
gifts.”  
 Fergen said it’s also import-
ant to shop local because it keeps 
money in the community and 
lowers taxes. 
 Also, Fergen mentioned the 
variety downtown offers.  
 “We try to have unique and 
different things. We keep a va-
riety in our store,” Fergen said. 
“Downtown we have a wide va-
riety of different, cute stores that 
we haven’t had in the past. Shop-
ping local will keep them here.” 
 Vintage Willows manag-
er Angie Iverson said the bou-
tique sells artwork and jewel-
ry made by local artists, as well 
as a “unique sense of style” that is 
hand-picked with SDSU students 
in mind.
“I think downtown has a rep-
utation for college kids to be a 
place where you go to drink, and 
it’s not,” Iverson said. “There is 
literally something for everybody, 
whether it’s a service or a retail 
opportunity for students.”
Garrett Davis, manager of 
George’s Pizza, said that their 
business has been a staple of the 
Brookings community since 1971. 
“I think people like it because 
it’s only a Brookings original and 
you can only find it in Brookings, 
where it was started,” Davis said. 
“It also has the hometown feel 
because it is family owned.”  
 Todd Fergen, owner of Nick’s 
Hamburger Shop, said his busi-
ness has carried on tradition with 
the same recipes, products and 
friendly customer service since 
1929.  
 “People come to Nick’s to en-
joy a unique small town charm, 
in an open setting where they can 
still watch their food prepared 
right in front of them … the old 
fashioned way,” Fergen said. “It’s 
where you can talk to your neigh-
bor or see a long lost friend. 
Comfort food, conversation and 
memories make for a great place 
to be.” 
Carrie Kuhl, co-founder and 
web and graphic designer of 
Hitch Studio, said her business 
is unique because she and her 
business partner try to provide 
thoughtful cards and gifts that 
are treasures and can’t be found 
elsewhere in Brookings.  
 “When you stop by, we strive 
to provide you with a unique ex-
perience as well. You will be wel-
comed at the door, because we 
are truly happy you stopped by,” 
Kuhl said. “We have a seating 
area for you to hang out in for 
a while and you can even make 
yourself a coffee to enjoy while 
you shop or relax.” 
Contributing to downtown 
businesses also gives support to 
important organizations in the 
community.  
“We also strive to provide 
brands with a good mission.” 
Kuhl said. “For example, we car-
ry BlueQ Socks, who donates 10 
percent of sales to Doctors With-
out Borders.” 
Downtown Brookings offers 
community members and col-
lege students a variety of options 
and gives its support to commu-
nity members and organizations. 
Community members’ support of 
downtown is what will keep local 
businesses thriving.
Downtown district encourages support for local business
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Be careful of any 
disagreements with 
fellow Jackrabbits. Take 






Libra Sagittarius Capricorn Aquarius
Finances should be on 
your mind this week. 
Invest in carrots, but 
don’t buy too many.
Your to-do list is long, 
but your attention span 
is short. Jump ahead 
on work to avoid stress.
Stay away from 
arguments, Jackrabbit. 
This weekend may 
bring a new romance.
Gemini
Your social life is 
hopping this week. 
Accept invitations and 
go on that date.
You will be quite the 
party animal this week. 
An opportunity may 
surprise you.
Your problems will 
soon find a resolution. 
Jump away from 
unnecessary tasks.
Virgo
Be wary of spending 
too much Hobo Dough 
this week. A romantic 
attraction has potential.
Scorpio
Emotions you’ve been 
holding in will come 
out. You may make a 
new bunny buddy.
Surround yourself with 
positivity, Jackrabbit. 
A project will finally 
reach completion.
Be sure the path of your 
future is easy to hop down. 
Plans with your family 
may not go as planned.
You are looking for an 
escape from routine. A 
new rabbit relationship 
may develop.
stuff. 
       
           21    Relay for Life Colleges Against Cancer!
                        5-11pm Union VBR
                     UPC Zipline & Throwback Time Machine 
                        See facebook.com/sdsupc for details! 
           22     “The Good Lie” Film Genocide Awareness Month
                      7pm Union Market 
                     Six Characters in Search of an Author Theatre!
                        7:30pm Doner Auditorium (Morrill Hall) FREE w/ID  
           23     UPC Trip to “Wicked” & Walker Art Center 
                        Tickets at Info Exchange in Union    
 
           28     KSDJ May Day Music Festival Groovy tunes, food, fun!
                      4 to 11pm Sylvan Green FREE
            30    Town Hall on Race Relations Keynote Sabrina Fulton
                      7pm Union Volstorff Ballroom 
LIBBEY MILES
Lifestyles Reporter
“I Am That Girl,” a national 
non-profit organization aimed 
toward shifting women’s culture 
and how they treat themselves 
established its first South Dako-
ta chapter in February at South 
Dakota State.
Sophomore public relations 
major Maria Hassel started the 
organization to turn self-doubt 
into self-love. Club members 
want to shift how women treat 
themselves, each other and the 
community around them. 
I Am That Girl meets at 
8 p.m. every Tuesday in The 
Union in room Dakota C.  
Hassel said the meetings 
typically last an hour and be-
gin with an empowering song 
with a “girl power” theme, such 
as a Beyoncé song. Members 
then go around the room say-
ing something they did the last 
week that made them feel em-
powered. Next, they go on to 
their topic of the week. Has-
sel said there is a game or dance 
party at the end and usually 
food, too.  
Hassel said the club is im-
portant because there isn’t a 
campus organization meant to 
cheer women on, lift them up 
and help them be supportive of 
each other.  
“We’re basically a group of 
girls on campus who come to-
gether once a week to talk about 
subjects that are prominent in 
today’s society that are affect-
ing us as a whole,” said Isabelle 
Masloski, biology pre-physician 
assistant major and club vice 
president. “We’re open about 
the subjects and make peo-
ple feel comfortable about what 
they have to say on the subject.” 
Every week, there’s also an 
optional off-campus activity like 
a pizza night, bowling or mov-
ie night.  
“I give rides if needed,” Has-
sel said. “I call myself an Uber.” 
Kate Gillette, freshman 
pre-pharmacy major, attended a 
meeting on a movie night.  
“It was fun. There was a lot 
of girls and talking,” Gillette 
said. “I liked that it was a big 
group of girls, just being able to 
talk about whatever we want, 
be comfortable with each other 
and just have fun.” 
The last meeting of the 
school year is April 25. The or-
ganization will start again next 
academic year, which is when 
elections are held. A student 
must attend eight prior meet-
ings to be eligible for a position. 
“We’re in the transition peri-
od since it’s new,” Masloski said. 
“So, we’re working to get our 
story and name out there. We 
just want girls to feel welcome 
and know that everyone is ac-
cepted. It’s ladies from a variety 
groups involved in a bunch of 
different activities.”  
 Hassel said the meetings 
are free to attend and girls can 
just show up. 
“We’re fun; come hang with 
us,” Hassel said.
‘I Am That Girl’ on a mission to empower women
GARRETT AMMESMAKI • The Collegian 
Hidden Beauty (set of 2) by Samuel Krueger. The medium is ceramic stoneware and 
was presented by Krueger during his senior show at Grove hall. 
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The space and location needs of the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs have not been addressed in previous years.
 The Collegian editorial staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.
Stance: 
We support SA’s decision to prioritize the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs in the Student Union.
Finally. 
Finally the Office of Multi-
cultural Affairs voices are being 
heard.
Finally their needs are being 
acknowledged.
Finally the organizations 
(BSA, LASA, National Student 
Exchange and disability services) 
within the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs will be funded properly.
Finally.
Students’ Association (SA) de-
cided earlier this year to make 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
a top priority. SA backed this up 
by unanimously approving a res-
olution this semester to provide 
an additional $30,000 to the Of-
fice of Multicultural Affairs in the 
Tier 2 budget.
At the latest SA meeting, Tier 
2 budget allocations were an-
nounced and approved for the 
2017 school year. 
Unfortunately, the amount SA 
was left with to allocate to stu-
dent organizations, $50,000, was 
less than the $100,000 they ini-
tially thought they would have.
Fortunately for the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, being made 
a priority was a long time coming 
and well deserved. 
The Office of Multicultur-
al Affairs received $54,633, a 
$30,000 increase from the 2016 
school year. 
We think that is tremendous. 
This topic is something  Sen. 
Semehar Ghebrekidan has tire-
lessly emphasized in her five 
years on Senate. Passing the reso-
lution for increased funding, and 
making the Office of Multicultur-
al Affairs a priority in The Union 
space study shows this topic is 
important to SA. 
We, at The Collegian, think 
this connection between SA and 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
is a positive step forward and is 
representative of student voices.
The Office of Multicultur-
al Affairs is a hub for students, 
international and domestic, to 
spend time with friends, to study 
and to meet with staff housed 
there. It deserves to have prop-
er funding for their programming 
needs, which include events and 
helping fund the various organi-
zations that are under the um-
brella of the Office of Multicul-
tural Affairs. 
This is a positive step for-
ward for those organizations, The 
Union, this campus and for fu-
ture students who may rely on 





Lawmakers in New York state 
approved an enormous $7.5 bil-
lion scholarship, one that would 
— as some news organizations 
have heralded it — make it pos-
sible for the low-to-middle-
class to attend two-year and 
four-year colleges for free.
However, there are some 
roadblocks. The Excelsior 
Scholarship is limited to fami-
lies making less than $100,000 
in 2017. In the coming years, it 
is expected that the cap will be 
raised; the real rub is that in-
come caps are not going to be 
adjusted for household size.
Students in New York ex-
pecting a plan similar to Sen. 
Bernie Sanders’ (D-VA) $75 bil-
lion plan, making all public 
universities completely free and 
covered by taxing the rich, will 
be disappointed by these pre-
conditions. However, despite 
some reservations, Sanders has 
supported New York’s decision. 
He declared it as “revolution-
ary” in an interview with the 
New Republic’s Graham Vyse.
Another crucial aspect of 
this plan is it will only cover tu-
ition and, as students know, 
college costs do not end there. 
Housing costs, meal plans, 
overload schedules, parking 
passes and the costs of text-
books could still be deterrents 
to the most financially disad-
vantaged of those hoping to at-
tend college.
New York’s Republicans 
have attacked the bill, stating 
the plan’s focus on financing 
students attending only pub-
lic universities distracts stu-
dents from engaging in the de-
cision-making process of choos-
ing a university. Vivian Yee of 
the New York Times speculated 
that this stems from the inher-
ent conservative favoring of pri-
vate schools.
While some progressives 
think the bill did not go far 
enough, there are still those 
who believe this is overstepping 
the realm of feasibility and wish 
that the scholarship was a “last 
dollar” proposal, as Gov. Gina 
Raimondo (D-Rhode Island) 
had structured in her proposal 
from January. 
Raimondo’s plan would 
only kick in after all other op-
tions, such as Pell Grants and 
school-specific scholarships, 
were exhausted, resulting in a 
lower price for many students, 
while not being nearly as inclu-
sive. 
As a student at a state uni-
versity, it gives me hope to see 
that we are steadily progressing 
toward a realistic plan, in which 
those who desire an education 
can achieve it. However, it is 
also my belief that we should 
take a step back and observe 
what there is left to do. With-
out a practical framing of New 
York’s accomplishment, we be-
come liable to overlook the core 
issues, leaving the future with 
more questions than answers.
Benjamin Hummel is an English and 
speech & communications major at 
SDSU and can be reached at benja-
min.hummel@jacks.sdstate.edu.
Editor’s Note: The grading system used 
here is similar to the 10-point scale 
used in SDSU courses.
GRADE: C+
Are we destroying the human ex-
perience by increasingly relying 
on technology? What is more im-
portant — our memories or our 
identities? Is it appropriate to 
cast a white woman as the lead in 
a film based on a Japanese anime 
and manga?
 The 2017 live-action ver-
sion of “Ghost in the Shell” asks 
these questions and many more 
throughout the course of the film, 
but never really offers any conclu-
sive answers.
 The film tries to be extreme-
ly philosophical, but that’s just it. 
It tries to be something it real-
ly isn’t.
 Like the original Japanese 
manga, and the subsequent 1995 
anime-film adaptation and TV se-
ries, this version of “Ghost in the 
Shell” is set in a futuristic Jap-
anese cyber-punk city. In this 
world, people augment their bod-
ies with technological advance-
ments and the line between hu-
man and robot is blurred.
 A woman by the name of 
Mira Killian (Scarlett Johansson) 
struggles to walk this line. When 
her body was destroyed in a cy-
ber-terrorist attack that killed her 
parents, a technology developer 
transfers her consciousness into a 
cyborg.
 Under the new name Major, 
technology developer Hanko Ro-
botics sends her to work for Sec-
tion 9, the government intelli-
gence agency that investigates cy-
ber-terrorism.
 Major and her team are faced 
with their greatest threat in the 
form of the cyber-terrorist Kuze 
(Michael Pitt), who threatens the 
entire civilization when he hacks 
the minds of ordinary people and 
murders members of Hanko Ro-
botics.
 Overall, the film attempts to 
engage in extremely interesting 
ideas, but falls short on focusing 
on one. This created a vague un-
derstanding of the film’s central 
message and diluted the plot.
 To the film’s credit, howev-
er, the world-building and visu-
al effects throughout the film are 
quite breathtaking. The work 
done in set design and visual ef-
fects rival that put forward in 
films like James Cameron’s Av-
atar. I expect an Oscar nomina-
tion here.
 Scarlett Johansson does a 
serviceable job as the lead in the 
film. But while trying to portray 
a robot, she became too emotion-
less and it became difficult to re-
late to her. The rest of the cast 
was admirable in their roles, es-
pecially Juliette Binoche and 
Kaori Momoi as Major’s moth-
er figures.
 But the casting of “Ghost in 
The Shell” cannot be brought up 
without discussing the “white-
washing” controversy surround-
ing the character of Major.
Mamoru Oshii, director of the 
original anime, said that he was 
supportive of the decision to cast 
Johansson in the lead role, noting 
that the character’s physical form 
is entirely fluid as a cyborg.
However, the backlash to the 
casting of Major was due to Hol-
lywood having the opportunity to 
give the role to an Asian woman. 
However, they didn’t and, in this 
situation, I believe the casting of 
Johansson was because she was a 
safe, white choice.
It’s understandable that Par-
amount Pictures wanted this safe 
choice for a film that already had 
a lot working against it, main-
ly the unfamiliar source material 
and the strange plot.
But especially in regard to the 
end of this film, the casting of Jo-
hansson was simply inappropri-
ate and will likely serve as a re-
minder to Hollywood executives 
going forward – whitewashing is 
not an option.
In all, “Ghost in the Shell” 
does offer a lot of philosophi-
cal questions and wonderful vi-
sual effects for viewers, but flat-
lines when it comes to delivering 
a more intelligent and conscious 
adaptation of the source material.
Ian Lack is a reporter at The Collegian 
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Sudoku Solution
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and box 
must contain the numbers 1 to 9.
5 7
1 7 8
4 6 2 9
5
7 2 9




8 3 5 9 7 2 4 6 1
1 2 9 5 4 6 7 8 3
7 4 6 1 3 8 5 2 9
5 7 1 8 6 9 3 4 2
4 8 3 7 2 1 6 9 5
6 9 2 4 5 3 1 7 8
2 1 4 3 9 7 8 5 6
3 6 7 2 8 5 9 1 4
9 5 8 6 1 4 2 3 7
Find the answers at sdsucollegian.com
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 44 Dangerous 
bacteria
 47 Wine label info
 51 Racetrack 
officials
 52 Flower part




 56 Like some 
stadiums
 57 Endure
 61 Kind of collar
 62 Cairo’s waterway
 64 ___ jacket
 65 Lab item
 66 Decomposes
 69 Ham holder
 71 Bishop’s 
jurisdiction
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49
50 51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59
60 61 62 63 64 65 66




 1 Provide food for
 6 Chooses
 10 Breakfast staple
 14 Diminish
 15 Word with car 
or machine
 16 Plumbing 
problem
 17 Garland resident
 18 Time period




 24 Space invaders, 
for short
 26 ___ out a living
 27 Slalom curve
 28 Like some 
payments
 32 Farmer’s place, 
in song
 34 Tree trunk
 35 Portly plus
 37 Yak’s home
 41 Varieties
 42 Artwork holder
 45 Turn bad
 46 Snappish
 48 Photo, briefly
 49 Goose egg
 50 Tennis units
 53 Ballroom dance
 55 Nabokov novel
 58 River islet
 59 Neighbor of 
Ala.
 60 Watchdog type
 63 Surmise
 67 Exclude
 68 Mideast chief
 70 Some singers
 72 Make over
 73 Depend
 74 “La vita nuova” 
poet
 75 Biblical plot
 76 Bygone blade
 77 Imperial decree
Down
 1 Mouse catcher
 2 Tasman of New 
Zealand
 3 Curbside call
 4 J.F.K. postings
 5 Leased
 6 Kyrgyzstan city
 7 Alka-Seltzer 
sound
 8 Saw the sights
 9 Golf shot
 10 Icelandic epic
 11 Cousin of a loon
 12 Fish parts




 25 Lightly burn
 28 Passing notice
 29 Mouselike 
animal
 30 Fraternal group
 31 Reposes
 33 Hungarian 
composer
 36 Water source
 38 Orange Free 
State settler
 39 Continental 
capital
 40 Certain horse 
race
 43 Tick off
MICHAL WOJTASZEK
Guest Columnist
The Republic of Poland is a 
country in Central Europe situat-
ed between the Baltic Sea in the 
north and two mountain rang-
es (the Sudetes and Carpathian 
Mountains) in the south. 
After joining the Europe-
an Union in 2004, Poland be-
came a frequently favored tourist 
destination. Most tourist attrac-
tions are connected with the nat-
ural environment, historical sites, 
cultural events and sports activ-
ities, which jointly draw millions 
of tourists every year from all 
around the world. 
The country’s central Europe-
an location, where main commu-
nication routes intersect, makes 
it possible to export goods to oth-
er European countries with more 
than 500 million consumers.
Economic cooperation
Polish-American trade 
reached a record high in 2016, 
with a value of more than $10 
billion. Polish exports to the 
United States reached $4.8 bil-
lion (an increase of 10 percent 
over the previous year). U.S. ex-
ports to Poland reached $5.6 bil-
lion (an increase of 6 percent rel-
ative to 2015). In 2016, the U.S. 
ranked as the 8th largest trading 
partner for the Republic of Po-
land for imports from the U.S. 
and 12th in terms of exports to 
the U.S.. The level of U.S. foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in Po-
land at the end of 2015 was $5.4 
billion. However, the actual value 
of U.S. investments in Poland is 
higher, about $40 billion, provid-
ing total employment for about 
200,000 people. Polish FDI in 
the United States reached $715 
million in 2015. Also, the num-
ber of Polish companies entering 
the U.S. market has increased in 
recent years.
Scientific cooperation
SDSU provided me a great 
opportunity to conduct research 
here in Brookings as a visiting 
scholar. During this time, I am 
engaged in a variety of activi-
ties and events taking place at 
your university. These activities 
are enabling me to increase my 
knowledge and understanding of 
American society and culture. 
Before my arrival in Brook-
ings, I feared I would be far away, 
yet close in terms of economic 
and scientific cooperation. I am 
now so far from my home coun-
try and feel like a real scientist, 
who does not know the borders 
and distance, and can go very far 
for knowledge. 
Being able to go abroad to 
obtain additional scientific mate-
rials for my work is of enormous 
benefit to me as an academic. It 
is a unique opportunity to gain 
experience in international coop-
eration and to build relations be-
tween our countries. Therefore, 
I strongly encourage each of you 
SDSU students to travel during 
your studies to discover this 
world, and in the process learn 
even more about yourself. 
Each new experience makes 
us stronger, so take advantage of 
such opportunities while you can. 
Summer will be upon us soon, 
so perhaps during your travels 
to Europe, and maybe even Po-
land, I recommend stopping in 
the capital city of  Warsaw, where 
you will find a wonderful place — 
Americans will say an awesome 
place. That place is a campus of 
Warsaw University of Life Sci-
ences – SGGW, one of the most 
modern university campuses in 
Europe, both for its architecture 
and research equipment.
Michal Wojtaszek is a second-year 
Ph.D. student preparing his disser-
tation about American investment 
in Poland and can be reached at mi-
chal_wojtaszek@sggw.pl. 
SDSU and WULS – SGGW 




While April is host to Earth Day 
and national garden month, 
South Dakota State University’s 
Facilities and Services looks at the 
sustainability of our landscaping 
year round. In fact, 2017 is SD-
SU’s ninth year in a row to be rec-
ognized as a “Tree Campus USA.” 
This national organization recog-
nizes universities that establish 
and maintain a healthy tree com-
munity. 
It’s not just trees that add to 
the campus landscaping ecosys-
tem. Look across campus and you 
are bound to spot a native or polli-
nator plant. These plants are cho-
sen for their longevity and positive 
benefit as wildlife habitats. Both 
maintain a functional ecosystem 
by offering food resources or habi-
tats to insects, birds or mammals.
You’ll notice, too, that cam-
pus landscaping is covered with a 
thick layer of mulch, created from 
cut down campus trees. Not only 
does the mulch help reduce weeds 
and minimize water needs, but it 
also adds nutrients back to the soil 
as it slowly decomposes. 
Furthermore, campus land-
scaping includes four bioswales 
and bioretention areas. Some of 
these areas look like general land-
scaping on the outside, but under-
neath they provide a natural way 
to remove pollutants from rain-
water prior to entering storm sew-
er systems. Other areas appear as 
sunken turf and allow rainwater 
to collect, slow down and infiltrate 
to a certain extent. The benefits of 
these storm water management 
practices include trapping coarse 
litter from entering waterways, 
slowing water velocity, reducing 
overall flow volumes and rates 
to storm sewer systems, creating 
unique ecosystems for plant and 
animal life, and removing particu-
late pollution from the storm sew-
er system.  
With multiple bioswales, more 
than six acres of garden beds and 
around 2,500 trees on campus, 
SDSU finds sustainable landscap-
ing a benefit to our campus and 
the surrounding ecosystem price-
less. We hope as spring comes 
around and flowers are in bloom, 
you can enjoy it, too.
You are welcome to come and 
join SDSU in celebrating their 
Tree Campus USA recognition 
at campus’ annual tree planting 
event at 10 a.m. on April 26 in the 
University Arbor Day Park. 
Jennifer McLaughlin is the sustainabil-
ity specialist and can be reached at jen-
nifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.edu. 
Celebrate April: learn about campus landscape
Ben Quam
Guest Columnist
Parents and caregivers rely on 
their strengths, support and re-
sources to help keep their fami-
lies healthy and strong. There are 
times when families are in cir-
cumstances which make it diffi-
cult for them to provide the safe 
environment a child needs.
Reporting concerns of child 
abuse or neglect, or concerns for a 
child’s safety, could protect a child 
and connect a family with the help 
they need. It is important that 
people are able to recognize signs 
of child abuse and neglect.
Neglect can be failure to pro-
vide food, clothing, shelter, or nec-
essary medical care.
It could be emotional, such as 
not providing for the child’s men-
tal health needs, isolating a child 
for a long time or depriving a 
child of emotional attention.
Neglect can be educational, by 
not providing the child with the 
right educational opportunities.
Signs of physical abuse include 
unexplained burns, bites, bruis-
es, broken bones, or black eyes; 
or a child may have fading bruis-
es or other marks noticeable af-
ter an absence from school. These 
injuries may be due to punching, 
hitting, kicking, shaking, burn-
ing, choking or biting and may 
be done with hands, belts or oth-
er objects.
Sexual abuse involves parents 
or caretakers using a child for sex-
ual stimulation or exposing a child 
to other types of sexual activities.
Be aware if a child is fright-
ened of their parents or caregiv-
ers and protests or cries when it is 
time to go home; or if they appear 
overly fearful of adults. Be aware 
of behavioral extremes of aggres-
siveness, or withdrawal.
If you see indicators that are 
concerning, be aware of the inter-
action between the child and par-
ents or caregivers, or if a parent/
caregiver has conflicting stories, 
or if the stories are not consistent 
with an injury. A child also may 
disclose they are being abused. 
Not all warning signs are defini-
tive of child abuse or neglect.
However, if you have con-
cerns about a child and are won-
dering if you should call the Di-
vision of Child Protection Ser-
vices, you should. You never know 
if your call is the one that helps a 
child and their family. Call 1-877-
244-0864.
Please help to prevent child 
abuse/neglect.
Ben Quam is the President of the 
Brookings County Child Protection 
Team.
Letter to the Editor
•  Spruce-up SDSU Day Kickoff: 5 p.m. April 20, The Union
•  Earth Day event: 10 a.m. April 22, Larson Nature Center
•  Arbor Day Tree Planting: 10 a.m. April 26, University Arbor Day Park
•  “The Truth Behind the Bee Problem” presentation: 6 p.m. April 27, 
Wooden Legs
•  Spring Cleaning Donation Drive: April 1-29, Habitat for Humanity
April events to enjoy Earth Day
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MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian 
Rebekah Ross hugs fellow State A Thon executive member Liz Piehl. This year’s theme 
for State A Thon was “Kidchella.”
SAMI ALFKE • The Collegian 
Members of the executive board teach dancers choreography during the 12 hour dance 
marathon. The top of every hour was celebrated with a dance.
MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian 
Taylor Donnelly, executive member, celebrates a successful year of fundraising for the 
Sanford Children’s Hospital in Sioux Falls.
>> STATE A THON
Continued from A1
“I don’t really know how to 
put it into words,” Hulscher said. 
“It was just an awesome experi-
ence and something really cool 
to be a part of.”
Throughout the day, students 
learned line dances and oth-
er choreography, but there were 
more activities than just danc-
ing. Participants played games 
with CMN kids and saw a per-
formance by Reza the Illusionist.
Sophomore pre-nursing ma-
jor Megan Odegard described 
the day as “amazing.” Ode-
gard said it was tough to hear 
the CMN stories, but seeing the 
“happy, smiling kids” brought 
her joy and hope.
Members of the executive 
board said they love State A 
Thon and felt this year was an 
especially successful year. Ac-
cording to Klinkhammer, the 
board took a more passive ap-
proach than normal when it 
came to recruiting dancers and 
raising money, which brought 
more enthusiastic participants.
Financial Coordinator Han-
nah Brokmeier said she did feel 
some stress during State A Thon, 
but for good reason.
“I was stressed out a lot, but 
it was stress because money 
was coming faster than I could 
count,” Brokmeier said.
Klinkhammer said the pos-
itive reactions she has received 
from families from CMN made 
the year of fundraising and plan-
ning worth it. 
“I don’t think there’s any-
thing better” Klinkhammer said.
Next year’s State A Thon 
co-overall coordinators are Sam-
mie Gervais and Annika Hi-
etpas, who are both currently 
sophomores. The rest of the ex-
ecutive board will be announced 
later this semester, then plan-




Choosing a career might prove 
difficult for humanities stu-
dents when their degree pre-
pares for all of them.
Anna Marie Trester, ap-
plied sociolinguist and previ-
ous faculty member at George-
town University, put together 
the interactive workshop “The 
Story Approach to a Career” at 
SDSU April 11, in order to give 
students with liberal arts de-
grees a hands-on approach for 
a more practical career search.
South Dakota State lin-
guistics instructor Jeremy Rud 
was instrumental in bringing 
Trester to campus. Rud met 
her while working for a non-
profit and the two collaborated 
on bringing her to SDSU. 
The workshop consisted 
of an open house, networking 
with job recruiters, a resume 
workshop and professional 
head shots. Trester guided stu-
dents through the career pro-
cess, helping them understand 
what marketable skills their 
liberal arts degree equipped 
them with and how to apply 
those skills in most industries.
Rud said students have 
been asking for more “practi-
cal” career search work, so he 
wanted to incorporate some-
thing more hands on for stu-
dents in the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 
Rud described the goal of 
the event as “giving students 
confidence in their skills.” He 
said most universities put hu-
manities a step below STEM 
fields, even though humanities 
students have critical thinking 
and problem solving skills nec-
essary for future employment. 
“We want to give students 
the ability to discuss their 
skills strongly and intelligent-
ly to potential employers,” Rud 
said.
Trester’s “story approach” 
consisted of three main com-
ponents: listening, finding and 
telling. 
Listening begins with the 
research process, Rud said, un-
derstanding a person’s own in-
terests and finding organiza-
tions that reflect those inter-
ests and values.
Finding is a matter of man-
aging social media, network-
ing and how someone presents 
themselves to get a job. 
The telling, Rud said, is us-
ing job interviews as “power-
ful moments to help employ-
ers understand why they need 
you, instead of you asking for 
the job.”
Rud said language and lib-
eral arts degrees are more 
valuable in today’s job market 
than people might think. Ac-
cording to research by New 
American Economy, “there is a 
growing demand for bilingual 
talent in major industries in 
the United States.”
“With the rate of global-
ization, every field is having to 
engage in global markets and 
in global interest, and need 
people to communicate across 
cultural barriers,” Rud said.
Eckhard Rölz, German 
professor at SDSU, said em-
ployers are seeking people 
with foreign language knowl-
edge because it gives them 
skills no one else has.
“Apart from just knowing 
another language, people who 
know another language think 
different and more creatively,” 
Rölz said. “Any international-
ly-minded industry wants em-
ployees who are more toler-
ant and understand other cul-
tures.”
Destinie Marshall, now a 
full-time real estate agent, is 
a recent graduate in business 
from SDSU. She spent her last 
two summers as a student in 
Germany, first to study abroad, 
then for a business internship.
“My minor in German 
helped me get my internship 
in Berlin because other interns 
did not understand any Ger-
man; it helped build rapport 
with the employer,” Marshall 
said. “My internship allowed 
me to understand real estate in 
a foreign country.”
Rud said language con-
nects the global economy, as 
every industry is “increasingly 
having to engage with interna-
tional organizations.”
In any industry, Rud said 
“strong communication is a 
key skill to have,” and some-
thing the humanities equips 
students with. 
Rud, a Spanish and global 
studies alumni of SDSU, said 
his degree was “one of the best 
decisions” he made, because he 
can overcome language barri-
ers and work with a variety of 
people with respect to cultural 
differences.
Brandi Antonsen, senior 
elementary education and 
Spanish major, said the event 
helped her better understand 
ways to link language with her 
education degree and market 
herself.
“(Trester) talked about us-
ing things like LinkedIn as a 
platform to connect with peo-
ple and find professions in-
stead of being found,” Anton-
sen said. 
Antonsen said the work-
shop helped her navigate steps 
to take next as she looks to-
ward graduate school. She said 
it was a versatile event for all 
students.
“I think it was useful for 
any major, not just language 
degrees,” Antonsen said. “It’s 
important to look forward to 
what steps you need to be tak-
ing for your professional career 
and make your degree most 
useful.”
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Anna Marie Trester talks with guests after her workshop, “The Story Approach to a Career,” April 11 in the Performing Arts 
Center. The workshop taught students how to best market a liberal arts degree in the current job market.
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Anna Marie Trester presents a lecture about how to introduce yourself in 15 seconds by highlighting the most important skills 
and traits you possess. A resume workshop and professional head shot photo shoot also occurred at Trester’s event April 11.
Interactive linguistics workshop 
helps students market their degree 
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The South Dakota State football team is getting ready for the 2017 season with spring practices. The Jacks went 9-4 last season 
and won their first Missouri Valley Football Conference title.
Jacks prepare for 2017 season with spring practices
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
After a successful 2016 season, 
the South Dakota State football 
team is gearing up for the 2017 
season with spring practices.
The Jacks finished the 2016 
season with an overall record of 
9-4 and won the Missouri Val-
ley Football Conference for the 
first time. They also beat Villa-
nova 14-7 in the second round of 
the FCS Playoffs before falling to 
North Dakota State in the quar-
terfinals 36-10.
SDSU head coach John 
Stiegelmeier will be entering his 
21st season and although they 
had arguably their best season 
last year, he expects them to be 
better in 2017.
“I’m really excited about 
the improvements we’ve made 
and looking forward to contin-
ued improvements,” Stiegelmei-
er said.
The Jacks will be returning 
three of their most productive 
players on both sides of the ball 
for 2017.
Wide receiver Jake Wieneke 
and tight end Dallas Goedert 
will be seniors and both had re-
cord-setting seasons in 2016. 
Wieneke had 78 receptions for 
1,316 yards and 16 touchdowns. 
The 16 touchdowns tied the sin-
gle season SDSU record set by 
Wieneke in 2014. 
Goedert had 92 receptions 
for 1,293 yards and 11 touch-
downs. His 92 receptions were a 
new SDSU single-season record. 
Goedert was also named FCS 
All-American and was a final-
ist for the Walter Payton award, 
which is awarded to the most 
outstanding player in the FCS.
Goedert and Wieneke could 
not have put up these num-
bers if it weren’t for quarterback 
Taryn Christion, who will be en-
tering his junior season.
In his sophomore season, 
Christion threw for 3,714 yards 





Jacob Menage is not a name ev-
ery South Dakota State Jackrab-
bit football fan will recognize. 
Standing 6-feet tall, weigh-
ing 180 pounds and sporting a re-
ceding hairline, Menage might 
look like your average person. He 
comes from Springfield, Minne-
sota where he was a three-sport 
athlete, as well as an honor roll 
student. 
Entering his senior year with 
one career catch for 11 yards, Me-
nage has only appeared in three 
games in three years. He will not 
impress anyone physically or with 
his great play on the field, but 
Menage will impress because of 
his character, both in the locker 
room and the community. 
“He’s an effort guy, he came 
here as kind of an underdog and 
he has worked his tail off to get 
in position to get some reps,” said 
head coach John Stiegelmeier. 
“Everybody loves ‘Grandpa.’” 
Grandpa is Menage’s nick-
name, coined by standout junior 
wide receiver Jake Wieneke. 
“He thought I drove slow, 
walked slow, got ready slow and 
did everything slow,” Menage 
said.
For a player who doesn’t light 
up the stat sheet, Menage leads 
the Jacks in different ways, main-
ly by his friendly and considerate 
attitude.
“The best way to measure a 
person’s contribution is not only 
on a football field, but also in how 
he affects his team,” Stiegelmei-
er said. During the end of his red-
shirt freshman season, Menage 
was tested in a difficult way. 
On December 17, 2013, Me-
nage’s father, Jeff Menage, died 
from a heart attack at the age of 
49. 
His father was the offensive 
coordinator at SDSU from 1997 
to 1998. He spent time coaching 
in Denmark and Sweden, teach-
ing American football to the na-
tional teams in each country. He 
worked as a certified teacher spe-
cializing in quarterback mechan-
ics on the staff of the National 
Football Academies (NFA).  
“Very positive, great football 
coach … like ‘Grandpa,’ he, too, 
had a positive impact on people,” 
Stiegelmeier said. 
Menage said it has been a 
challenge and curve ball for his 
life. 
“It’s made me stronger — had 
to step up for my mom and sis-
ter and become a man a little bit 
quicker than I needed to,” Me-
nage said.  
The NFA has decided to hon-
or his father’s memory with the 
“Jeff Menage Award,” which goes 
to a coach who exemplifies ser-
vant-leadership.
After his father’s death, the 
love of the game keeps bringing 
Menage back to the field. 
“I love being a Jackrabbit, 
love playing football and I love all 
the guys out here,” Menage said.  
In 2015, Menage was selected 
as the team’s inaugural recipient 
of the Servant/Humility Award. 
The award is given to a member 
of the football team, in any role, 
who puts the team first. They can 
be playing on the scout team or 
being the first person to partici-
pate in a drill. The second part of 
the award is being active in the 
community. 
Menage has been on the Mis-
souri Valley Football Conference 
Honor Roll for three straight sea-
sons. In each of the seasons, he 
has been part of SDSU football 
and has won either the Scout or 
Special Teams Player of the Week 
award.
Menage plans to graduate 
with a degree in physical educa-
tion with the goal of becoming a 
coach, like his father. 
Before that can happen, Me-
nage is preparing for his last sea-
son with the Jackrabbits. A sea-
son that Menage believes could 
be a historic one for the Jacks. 
He believes the sky’s the limit for 
SDSU, coming off the program’s 
first MVFC championship.
“We’ve been getting further 
than we have every year and our 
goal is a national championship,” 
Menage said. “And, like last year, 
we have a chance to do that.” 
Menage’s career may end with 
just one catch for 11 yards, but his 
loving attitude toward football 
and life will carry on. The person-
al goals Menage sets for himself 
reflect who he is.
“Just help the team win; do-
ing whatever I can to help this 
team win,” Menage said. “It’s the 
most important thing.” 
Senior wide receiver
leads Jacks with character
Sophomore thrower sets sights 
on breaking javelin throwing record
ABBY FULLENKAMP  • The Collegian 
Sophomore Rachel Astleford practices throwing the javelin at the Sanford Jackrabbit Athletic Complex. Astleford threw the jave-
lin 38.14 meters at the Dakota Duals in Vermillion April 8. Her goal is to break the school record at 45.5 meters.
KELLYN KRUGER 
Sports Reporter
Rachel Astleford never touched 
a javelin before she came to 
SDSU. She started practic-
ing just one year ago, when she 
joined the South Dakota State 
track and field team in Febru-
ary 2016.
Despite her late start in 
throwing the javelin, Astleford 
hopes to break the school record 
for throwing distance by the 
time she graduates. Right now 
she’s a mere 10 meters away 
from her goal.
This is the case for many 
javelin throwers. The sport is 
banned in high school sports 
across 36 states, including 
South Dakota. 
But her lack of experience 
didn’t keep Astleford from 
throwing 38.14 meters April 8 
at Dakota Duals in Vermillion.
Tyler Lippert, assistant 
coach for track and field, thinks 
she’ll achieve the school re-
cord of 45.5 meters within the 
next month. He said he’s already 
seen her throw as far as 42 me-
ters in practice.
Astleford, who’s a sopho-
more nutrition and dietetics 
major, draws on her ability from 
experience in shot put, which 
was the reason she walked onto 
the team.
She set her personal best for 
shot put at the SDHSAA Class B 
State Championships her senior 
year of high school. However, 
high school meets are a thing of 
the past for this athlete. 
“Honestly, to me, it’s exhil-
arating,” Astleford said about 
college meets. “I get to be sur-
rounded by incredible athletes 
who all have a similar mindset 
and unbeatable work ethic. The 
fact that I get to be a part of it is 
something I’m incredibly grate-
ful for. All the athletes, coach-
es and spectators have a unique 
appreciation for the sport of 
track and field and the atmo-
sphere is exciting.” 
Astleford has continued im-
proving in shot put. Her person-
al best for the 2016 indoor sea-
son was 41 feet, .05 inches and 
is optimistic that she can hit 
more than 42 feet over the out-
door season. 
But shot put wasn’t the only 
event Astleford wanted to tackle 
in her college years. On a whim,  
she asked former assistant 
coach Tyg Long if she could try 
the javelin throw. Long started 
training her that day. 
“I never knew that it would 
be an event that I would fall in 
love with so much,” Astleford 
said. 
Continued to A11
“I get to be surrounded 
by incredible athletes 
who all have a similar 
mindset and unbeatable 
work ethic. The fact that 
I get to be a part of it is 
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TRENTON ABREGO
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State base-
ball team lost three of the four 
games  played last week. 
Against Iowa, the Jackrab-
bits (14-13, 7-5) found them-
selves to be up 3-2 going into 
the bottom of the seventh in-
ning, but the Hawkeyes found 
an offensive spark in Jake Ad-
ams hitting into a ground out, 
but scoring a run that tied 
the game. Robert Nuestrom 
then hit a double, putting the 
Hawkeyes up two, and they 
never looked back. 
South Dakota State was 
out-hit 8-5. The Hawkeyes 
struck out 10 times, compared 
to just five strike-outs from the 
Jackrabbits. 
The Jackrabbits headed to 
Fargo, North Dakota over the 
weekend to take on the North 
Dakota State Bison in a Sum-
mit League showdown. The 
Jackrabbits dropped two games 
to the Bison. 
The Jackrabbits fell 4-1 Fri-
day. Hits were hard to come by, 
as they only came up with two. 
The Jackrabbits’ pitching staff 
came up with 10 strike-outs. 
Saturday the Jackrab-
bits were defeated again 4-1. 
It was a better hitting perfor-
mance for South Dakota State, 
as they came up with six hits, 
but couldn’t manage to score 
enough to come away with the 
victory. 
“When you look at the last 
few games, we are definite-
ly not doing enough to give our 
pitchers a chance to realistical-
ly win games,” head coach Ron 
Bishop said. 
Sunday, the Jackrabbits 
came away with a 1-0 win over 
the North Dakota State Bison. 
Ethan Kenkel went six innings, 
giving up only two hits. Derek 
Feige worked two innings in re-
lief and got the Jackrabbits out 
of a bases-loaded jam. Chris 
Halbur slammed the door on 
the Bison and was awarded his 
fifth save of the season; Halbur 
has yet to allow a run this year. 
Kenkel was awarded Sum-
mit League Pitcher of the week. 
“Last week he was voted in-
ternally our Ace Pitcher by the 
pitching staff,” Bishop said. 
“He’s been very consistent all 
year and it’s him taking advan-
tage of being in the starting ro-
tation.”
Kenkel is the probable 
starter for the Jackrabbits on 
Sunday. 
The Jackrabbits bullpen has 
been the emphasis this year ac-
cording to Bishop, who says 
that’s the strength of his pitch-
ing staff.
“When you get three or four 
guys — Reimers, Feige, Hanson 
and Halbur — you trust throw-
ing the ball well late in the 
game, that’s important,” Bishop 
said. “Most teams rely on their 
starting pitchers, but our bull-
pen has been really solid this 
season.” 
Despite dropping two 
games to the Bison, the Jack-
rabbits still find themselves in 
second place in the Summit 
League. 
Now, SDSU is heading 
to Omaha, Nebraska to take 
on the Creighton Blue Jays 
Wednesday at TD Ameritrade 
Park Omaha. Creighton (10-16, 
2-1) is coming off an impressive 
series win against the Saint 
Johns’ Red Storm. 
Creighton is led by Clark 
Brinkman, who has a batting 
average of .264, 14 runs bat-
ted in and 26 hits. Also for the 
Blue Jays, Michael Emodi leads 
them with four home runs and 
45 total bases. 
As a team, Creighton has 
struck out 205 times through-
out the season in 850 at-bats. 
“I don’t think they have 
bad strike-outs, they just try to 
grind out at-bats,” Bishop said. 
Jeff Albrecht has four wins 
for the Blue Jays, in nine games 
with a 2.47 earned run average. 
Ethan DeCaster has pitched in 
11 games for 22 innings with a 
1.23 earned run average. 
“Creighton is a good club, 
they are going to be fired up to 
play at home and our guys will 
be fired up to play at TD Amer-
itrade Park, but offensively we 
need to make more opportuni-
ties,” Bishop said. 
After the Creighton series, 
the South Dakota State Jack-
rabbits will head to Macomb, 
Illinois to take on the Western 
Illinois Leathernecks (9-20, 
6-6) for a two-game weekend 
series. The Leathernecks will 
be fresh off a series win against 
the Omaha Mavericks. 
The Leathernecks are led 
by Jonathan Fleek, a junior in-
fielder, who has a .352 batting 
average, and 15 runs batted in. 
Adam McGinnis also has a high 
batting average of .337 with 11 
runs batted in. 
When it comes to pitching, 
the Leathernecks’ pitching staff 
has struggled. The team earned 
run average is at a lofty 5.53. 
The pitching staff also gave 
up 21 homeruns, with Preston 
Church giving up six of those. 
But, Bishop isn’t going to 
let the numbers fool his club.
“Looking at their first 10 to 
12 games, they have been pitch-
ing much better recently and 
I expect them to be better on 
the mound than the numbers 
show,” Bishop said. 
On the year, Western Illi-
nois is being outscored 177-125. 
The Western Illinois Leather-
necks are in fourth place in the 
Summit League. 
“In baseball, you’re go-
ing to have individual guys 
who go through slumps and 
hot streaks, it’s just a function 
of our guys doing it all at one 
time.” Bishop said. “We just 
need to show up, be consistent 
and not get down on ourselves.” 
Jackrabbit bats go cold in Iowa, Fargo
ABBY FULLENKAMP • The Collegian 
Quinn Reimers pitches April 2 as the Jacks defeated Fort Wayne 10-6 at Erv Huether 
Field in Brookings. The Jacks will face Creighton in Omaha, Nebraska Wednesday.
>> SPRING FOOTBALL
Continued from A9
He tied the SDSU single season 
record for passing touchdowns 
and set SDSU’s single season re-
cord for total yards with 4,049. He 
was named the 2016 Missouri Val-
ley Offensive Player of the Year for 
his efforts.
Spring practices are not for es-
tablished players. They are for 
members of the team who are 
looking to make a splash and get 
the attention of the coaching staff 
to potentially give them a starting 
position in 2016. 
“The real goal of spring prac-
tice is to figure out your depth 
chart,” Stiegelmeier said. “We have 
27 guys that we don’t really know 
much about. We don’t know if 
they know the defense or offense 
and we don’t know if they are go-
ing to be able to make a play be-
cause they were scout team guys.”
Stiegelmeier said there are a 
few players that have really im-
pressed him during practice. 
One of them is junior safety Alex 
Romenesko, who missed all of 
2016. 
“He’s not a young guy in our 
program,” Stiegelmeier said. “But 
he’s come back and is giving ev-
erything he’s got. He lost his sister 
to cancer last year and I think his 
motivation is different than many.”
The Jacks will need Romene-
sko after losing three starters to 
graduation; safety Nick Mears, 
linebacker Jesse Bobbit and de-
fensive tackle Cole Langer.
“We lost a number of guys, 
but those three in particular are 
hard to replace,” Stiegelmeier said. 
“Mears’ leadership and smarts 
on the field. Bobbit’s effort and 
Langer’s pure ability. It always 
happens this way, so guys are step-
ping up. Kellen Soulek is a guy 
who I think can dominate the de-
fensive line position.”
Soulek is heading into his se-
nior season, leading the Jacks with 
7.5 sacks in 2016.
SDSU will also return middle 
linebacker Christian Rozeboom, 
who led the Jacks in tackles last 
year with 132 tackles. He was also 
named Missouri Valley Football 
Conference Freshman of the Year 
and was a runner-up for the Jerry 
Rice Award, which is given to the 
best freshman in the FCS.
Stiegelmeier said that there 
was a different mentality at prac-
tice this year. That mentality is 
“practice like you play.”
“What we’ve done on our 
scrimmage days is, we’ve given 
them a goal and grade them on it.” 
Stiegelmeier said. “One day they’ll 
get 90 percent then the next day 
they’ll get 92 percent.”
Academically, 92 percent 
doesn’t sound bad, Stiegelmei-
er said. But on the football field 
anything less than 100 percent 
doesn’t cut it. Still, he thinks that 
the coaches are doing a great job 
at teaching.
The Jacks will conclude spring 
practices with their annual spring 
game at 10 a.m. April 22, at Dana. 
J Dykhouse Stadium. Entry is free 
for fans and all levels of the stadi-
um will be open.
Join Us for a Book Talk and Signing With Author 
Matthew Cecil
On October 31, 1938, Ben and 
Stella Mae Dickson robbed the 
Northwest Security National Bank in 
Brookings, a building now occupied 
by The Ram restaurant. Matthew 
Cecil spent 20 years documenting 
the Dicksons’ story. 
Join the author at the scene of the 
crime, in The Summit upstairs at The 
Ram, to learn more about  The Ballad 
of Ben and Stella Mae.
Free and Open to the Public
Tuesday, April 25, 7 p.m.
at THE RAM, 327 Main Ave.
Brookings, S.D.
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The South Dakota State football team will conclude spring practices 
with the spring game at 10 a.m. April 22 at Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium. 
is hiring!
Stop by our 
office in the 
basement 
of the Union 
(Room 069) 
to pick up 
an application.
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Sports
in brief
The South Dakota State men’s and 
women’s golf teams were back in 
action Monday and Tuesday after a 
two week break.
The women took third place in 
the Kansas City shootout in Kansas 
City, Missouri, at the Shoal Creek 
Golf Club.
Freshman Teresa Toscano led 
the way for SDSU, finishing with 
230 and tying for sixth place over-
all out of 61 golfers. Seniors Hallie 
Getz and Islamiah Fuad finished 
the tournament tied for ninth. Se-
nior Megan Mingo and freshman 
Sydney Bormann finished tied for 
17th.
The men finished in 14th out 
of 18 teams at the Tiger Invita-
tional in Columbia, Missouri. The 
tournament was held at The Club 
at Old Hawthorn.
The Jacks were led by Alejan-
dro Perazzo who came in 31st after 
shooting 227. Alejandro Restrepo 
tied for 39th place after finishing 
one stroke behind Perazzo at 228.
Golf
What’s next: The men will head to Iowa City, Iowa, Saturday, to participate in the 
Hawkeye Invitational. The woman will head to Nebraska City, Nebraska, April 23 
through 25 to partake in the Summit League Women’s Golf Championship at the 
Arbor Links Golf Course.
Track and Field
The SDSU men and women’s track 
and field teams were in Vermillion 
over the weekend to take on the 
University of South Dakota in the 
Dakota Duals at the Lillibridge 
Track Complex. The men fell 
99-92 and the women fell as well, 
104-87. 
Junior thrower Colton Bender 
and freshman Dakota Leonhard 
both broke school records. Bender 
broke it in the hammer throw and 
Leonhard broke it in the javelin 
throw. 
Sophomore Sam Zenner 
recorded a personal best in the 
100-meter dash with a time of 
10.51 seconds, which is third in 
SDSU history. Sophomore Josh 
Dotson won the triple jump and 
junior Caleb Cowling won the long 
jump.
Senior Silvia Zanini won the 
hammer throw and sophomore 
Abby Sudbeck came in second. 
Junior Savannah Dolezal won 
the 400-meter run. Oksana Covey 
won the 800-meter run and Kayla 
McDonald won the 200-meter 
dash.
What’s next: Part of the team will travel to Iowa City, Iowa, to compete in the Jim 
Duncan Invitational April 14 and 15. Some of the other team members will travel 
to Walnut, California, to compete at the Mt. SAC Relays April 13 through 15.
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State rodeo 
team started the spring of their 
2016-17 season April 8 and 9, in 
the 63rd annual Jackrabbit Stam-
pede at the Swiftel Center in 
Brookings. 
Both the Jackrabbit men and 
women had good starts. The men 
won the Jackrabbit Stampede, 
with the women coming in second 
place.
The men came into the week-
end seventh in the Great Plains 
Region, with 1,329.50 points. They 
ended up earning 455 points this 
weekend, which was 20 points 
more than Mid-Plains Communi-
ty College. They are still in seventh 
place.
The women came into the 
weekend second in the Great 
Plains Region, with 2,135.83 
points, 292 points behind Black 
Hills State University. They came 
away with 475 points after the 
weekend, but Black Hills State 
came away with 675.
Jim Bob Ellsworth won the 
bareback event with a total of 152 
points. This gave the Jacks 180 
points at the time.
Gannon Gustafson won the tie 
down roping event, posting a total 
time of 26.5. He scored the team 
150 points. In the first round of the 
event, Pearson Wientjes had the 
fastest time of 11.0 seconds, but 
was unable to tie up the calf in the 
second round and came in fourth 
place. That was good for 35 points.
Ryan Knutson received 70 
points in the first round of the bull 
riding event and came in second 
place, after none of the riders were 
able to have a timed ride in the fi-
nals. Jeremiah Johnson came in 
sixth place in the steer wrestling 
event with a time of 10.8 seconds.
Jacey Hupp won the goat ty-
ing event on the women’s side, with 
a time of 12.2 seconds. She had the 
top score in both the first round 
and finals. The win gave the Jack-
rabbit women 180 points. Hope 
Petry tied for third in the event af-
ter posting a total time of 13.2 sec-
onds. That gave the Jacks an addi-
tional 115 points.
Madison Rau won the barrel 
race with a total time of 27.13, giv-
ing the Jacks 160 more points.
Braelee Aus finished in third in 
the breakaway roping event with a 
total time of six seconds. This gave 
the Jacks 120 points.
The Jacks will head to Lincoln, 
Nebraska April 14 and 15 to partic-
ipate in the UNL Rodeo hosted by 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
at the Lancaster Event Center.
The Jackrabbit rodeo men won the Jackrabbit Stampede and the women came in second April 8 at the Swiftel Center. They will 
head to Lincoln, Nebraska for the UNL Rodeo April 15 at the Lancaster Event Center.
Rodeo ropes in first spring victory
The SDSU softball team was in 
Kansas City, Missouri, Tuesday 
taking on the University of Missou-
ri Kansas City in a double header.
The Jacks fell in both games, 
dropping their overall record to 14-
27, despite getting a total of 19 hits. 
SDSU jumped out to a 2-0 
lead after Brittney Morse hit a two 
run home run in the first inning. 
UMKC would then score three 
runs in both the third and the 
fourth inning and would fall 6-2.
In the second game, Paige 
Gerdes hit an RBI double in the 
second inning to give the Jacks an 
early 1-0 lead. UMKC would come 
back and score two runs in the 
fourth inning to take the lead. The 
Jacks would then tie it in the sixth 
when Gerdes would reach on an 
error that drove in Ali Herdliska.
UMKC would score in the 
seventh and come aways with a 
3-2 victory over SDSU. Alexis Ray 
went three for three in the second 
game for the Jacks.
Softball
What’s next: The Jacks will have their first series at home this season when they 
take on Fort Wayne Friday and Saturday.
>> JAVELIN
Continued from A9
Lippert, who works primari-
ly with throwers, said it was a great 
opportunity to come to Brookings 
and inherit a high-caliber group of 
athletes. 
All of the five Jackrabbit javelin 
throwers made finals at the SMSU 
Open Invitational March 31 in 
Marshall, Minnesota, the first meet 
of the 2017 outdoor season. 
And throwing a javelin isn’t 
easy. Astleford, along with the rest 
of the team, takes part in tough 
practices to stay on their game. 
Astleford said that they usual-
ly start out with some light stretch-
ing and plyometrics and then they 
move on to stand throws using 
a 600-gram ball. She then does 
standing throws with a javelin 
and works her way up into three-
step approach throws, followed by 
a few five-step approach throws 
and finally five to ten full approach 
throws.  
She added that when they are 
finished with the throws, they do 
crossover runs and approach runs 
for conditioning, followed by mo-
bility exercises.  
“I’m usually pretty sweaty and 
worn out by the time practice is 
over,” Astleford said. 
Astleford knows the challenge 
doesn’t come without a payoff. Ac-
cording to Lippert, she is a hard 
worker. 
“She is very accountable. You 
can always count on her to do the 
little things — even when you’re 
not around — the right way,” Lip-
pert said. He said these qualities 
make her a good role model for 
younger college athletes. 
Astleford has one of her chanc-
es to break the javelin throw record 
Thursday at the Northern State 
Twilight meet in Aberdeen.FILE PHOTO • The Collegian 
The South Dakota State softball team lost both games against University of Missouri 
Kansas City Tuesday. Their home opener against Fort Wayne is April 14.
“She is very accountable. 
You can always count 
on her to do the little 
things – even when 
you’re not around – the 
right way
Tyler Lippert
Assistant Track and Field Coach
@thecollegian
Follow us on 
social media!
@sdsucollegian
FILE PHOTO • The Collegian 
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ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State baseball team 
lost three out of the four games they 
played this past week. The Jacks fell 
to Iowa 4-3 April 4 in Iowa City, Iowa. 
They would then travel to Fargo, North 
Dakota to take on North Dakota State in 
a three game series.
They dropped the first two games, 
both by the score of 4-1, before winning 
the final game of the series 1-0. Starting 
pitcher Ethan Kenkel picked up the vic-
tory for the Jacks. He pitched six shut-
out innings and struck out six batters. 
Because of this performance, Kenkel has 
been named the Collegian Athlete of the 
Week.   
The Jacks will be traveling to Ma-
comb,Illinois April 14 and 15 to take on 
Western Illinois before heading to Min-
neapolis to take on Minnesota April 18.
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK: 
ETHAN KENKEL
Year: Senior
Hometown: Storm Lake, Iowa
Major: Consumer Affairs
Ethan Kenkel pitches at the at home during the Fort Wayne series April 2, where they won 10-6. They will 
next be at home April 21 against Oral Roberts. 
Photo courtesy of Gojacks.com
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ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
Sergio Garcia won the 81st edition 
of the Masters Golf Tournament 
Sunday, at the Augusta National 
Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia.
Garcia defeated Justin Rose af-
ter he birdied the first hole in a 
playoff, where Rose got a par.
The tournament is four days 
long and, despite what people say 
about golf, the final round of the 
Masters can be one of the most ex-
citing things to watch in sports.
Sunday did not disappoint. Gar-
cia and Rose came into the day 
tied for first, at six under par. Rose 
jumped out to a three stroke lead 
after Garcia bogeyed on the 11th 
and 12th holes. Garcia would come 
back and tie it up after birdying the 
14th and getting an eagle on the 
15th.
Something weird happened af-
ter that, though. Rose actually gave 
Garcia a high five and was smiling, 
moments after he missed his eagle 
putt that would have kept him up 
one stroke.
That made me upset. I like my 
athletes to be competitive, espe-
cially when they are playing to win 
the biggest golf tournament in the 
world. Golf is also a sport where it’s 
all on you and you should feel frus-
trated, because there is no one else 
to blame. I know I have certainly 
slammed my club on the ground at 
the golf course. 
I realize that sportsmanship is 
a great thing. I’m not saying you 
can’t congratulate your opponent 
after the game, but to give your op-
ponent a high five after he ties you 
with four holes left? That’s prepos-
terous.
There’s nothing better in sports 
than when two teams — or in this 
case golfers — hate each other and 
wait for when it’s done to show 
sportsmanship. It’s special, because 
you know that the athletes are giv-
ing it their all to put on a show for 
their fans. Emotion from athletes 
can bring out the best emotion in 
fans.
I have a feeling this would not 
happen in any other sport except 
golf. I can also tell you that if this 
happened to Tiger Woods he would 
not high five his opponent.
I lost respect for Justin Rose 
yesterday because it really just 
seems like he doesn’t care at all. 
Even in the post-round interview 
he was smiling. He blew a three 
shot lead in six holes. I would be 
furious, but that’s just me.
The point is, I want athletes to 
be competitive. It makes sports a 
lot more fun to watch and I know 
that some athletes don’t care at all 
what the fans think, but they are 
what brings in revenue. If fans are 
not watching your sport because it’s 
not exciting, then your sport will 
not gain revenue. So you should be 
more competitive. 
Athletes need to be more competitive
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The football team practices April 10 for their spring game is set for10 a.m. April 22 at Dana J. 
Dykhouse Stadium. The game is free to attend.
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